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IIT foreign faculty, students
complain of harassment

i Delays in police verification, visa registration; MHA takes note

ANUBHUTI VISHNOI
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 6

FOREIGN faculty members
engaged with some of the II'Ts
have complained of harass-
ment and delays in the police
verification and visa registra-
tion processes they have to un-
dergo. The issue, it is learnt,
has reached the Ministry of
Home Affairs (MHA).

IIT Kanpur was the first
to flag the issue to the Union
HRD Ministry and raised the
matter at the meeting of the
IIT Council in September this
year. The Pallam Raju-led
ministry subsequently shot off
a letter to the Uttar Pradesh
Chief Secretary to have the is-
sue sorted out at the earliest.

With most II'Ts working
keenly on building their inter-
national profile and planning
to host more and more foreign
students and visitors for six
months or even more, there is
an increasing demand for a
more streamlined registration
process.

Foreign visitors and stu-
dentsin India need to register
with the police authorities
within 14 days of their arrival.
This registration process in-
volves verification by the po-
lice and a one-on-one meet-
ing with the Foreigners
Registration Officer (FRO).

“We had taken up the is-
sue with the HRD Ministry as
we had begun to get quite a few
complaints not just from visit-

ing foreign scholars but also
from foreign students enrolled
with us. While the rules require
that any foreigner employed in
India for more than a month
has to register himself with the
district administration, more
often than not they would not
be able to meet nodal officials
who are to conduct the verifica-
tion process,” Prof Indranil
Manna, director IIT-Kanpur,
told The Indian Express.

“So to foreign visitors, the
overall experience, delays in
the process and several fruit-
lessvisits can be quite frustrat-
ing. Foreign academics staying
on the IIT campus also some-
times require to get visa exten-
sion and similar problems are
faced by them,” Manna said.

Senior officials in the
HRD Ministry confirmed that
the issue has been taken up
bothwith the UP government
and the MHA. The latter is ex-
pected to ask all states where
the II'TS are situated to help
make this essential security
drill more facilitatory.

ITT Kanpur alone has over
50 foreign faculty member
and has in fact recently set up
an office in New York this year
with a larger aim to draw tal-
ented faculty members to the
institute. Several II'Ts had also
suggested in the II'T Council
meeting that drawing foreign
faculty members to ITT5 to fill
increasing vacancies was quite
desirable and efforts must be
made to facilitate the same.
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MUMBAL At a time when there is
asurplus of engineering colleges
in the country, the University
Grants Commission's (UGC) lat-
est draft regulations for technical
institutes have stated that such
institutes affiliated to universities
will henceforth be controlled by
them alone, eliminating the role
of All India Council for Technical
Education (AICTE).

Constituted in 1945, AICTE is
a regulatory body for technical
education under the department
of higher education, which is gov-
erned by the ministry of human
resource and development.

The draft regulations were
issued after the Supreme Court
ruling said that colleges affiliated
to auniversity donot come under
the purview of ‘technical insti-
tutions’ as defined by the AICTE
Act. The draft regulations have
been uploaded on the UGC website
for feedback from the public.

If the regulations come into
effect from the next academic
vear, engineering colleges will
require approvals only from the
universities they are affiliated to.
Earlier, they had to seek permis-
sion from AICTE, the universities,
and the state government. Powers
of approving the svllabus that was

HT Mumbai

Univs, not AICTE, to govern
engg colleges: UGC draft

NEW REGULATIONS The draft was issued after SC ruled colleges affiliated
to a university do not come under the purview of ‘technical institutions’
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WHAT THE DRAFT REGULATIONS OF UNIVERSITY
GRANTS COMMISSION SAY

All technical institutes need to be
affiliated to UGC-recognised
universities

Universities have been given the
power to grant recognition to the
institutions

to get their infrastructure
re-validated once in three years

The university will allow the
courses to be run in the institutes
and decide the intake in each
course for an academic year

The recognition will be based on
the academic and infrastructure
| nerms set up by the UGC

The university will also have the
power to review the institutes’
curriculum and prescribe fees

Technical institutions will not have
to seek approvals from the AICTE
every year. Instead, they will have

If any action has to be taken
against a malpractice, it would be

routed through the university.
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~ City engineering college principals feel that the
new system will enable the state governments to
regulate the number of engineering colleges mush-
rooming in the state.

"This will create a state perspec-
tive. The state will be able to
decide on the number of engineer-
ing colleges and create uniformity,”

said Suresh Ukarande, dean of tech-

nology, University of Mumbai.

However, the regulation has also raised concerns if the
universities are equipped to maintain national standards.
Some principal said the AICTE’s stringent parameters
were common for all colleges, creating uniformity.

“AICTE was bringing about uniformity
across the country. For instance, all
colleges had to put details about their
infrastructure on their website,” said

Shubha Pandit, principal of KJ Somaiya

College of Engineering, Vidyavihar.

alsowith the AICTE, will now be

with the universities.

City engineering college prin-
cipals said this would enable state
s to regulate the number of engi-
neering colleges. But the regula-
tions have also produced concerns

whether universities are equipped
to maintain national standards in
teaching infrastructure at engi-
neering colleges.

The regulations have laid
down guidelines for all techni-
cal institutions offering courses

in engineering and technology.
management, pharmacy. archi-
tecture, hotel management and
catering technology. Inshort, most
of the regularisation, will now
come under the purview of the
university and the UGC.



